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Sanctuary City/Ciudad Santuario, 1989-2009—an SFAI-sponsored
Exhibition—Opens at Queen’s Nails Projects in San Francisco on 28 May

San Francisco, CA (May 12, 2009)—On Thursday, 28 May 2009, the opening reception for
Sanctuary City/Ciudad Santuario 1989-2009, an SFAI-sponsored exhibition led by artist and
educator Sergio De La Torre, will be held from 8:00 to 11:00 p.m. at Queen’s Nails Projects
(3191 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94110). Free and open to the public (Fridays and
Saturdays from 12:00 to 6:00 p.m. or by appointment [phone: (415) 314-6785]), the exhibition
will be on view through 21 June 2009.

In 1985, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors backed a resolution designating San Francisco a
sanctuary city—one of the first in the US—for certain Central American refugees. The resolution
decreed that police, schools, and health and social-service agencies were forbidden from
assisting INS agents during potential investigations and arrests of Salvadoran and Guatemalan
refugees. Though the legislation was revised in the 90s and has been broadly and variously
interpreted since its initial enactment, it remains in effect. Nevertheless, in the wake of federal
policies implemented after 9/11, San Francisco began to see an increased number of federal
immigration raids, leading to growing fear and paranoia not only among undocumented
immigrants, but among legal residents as well.



Sanctuary City/Ciudad Santuario, 1989-2009 is the fruition of a two-year process of
investigation and research prompted by this post-9/11 increase in federal immigration raids. By
consulting with a number of local nonprofits (the ACLU, the Edgewood Center for Children and
Families, the Mission Asset Fund, the Mission Economic Development Agency, jPoder!, and La
Voz Latina,) as well as with national NGOs, international think tanks, and governmental
agencies, the team of artists led by Sergio De La Torre—including Karla Claudio Betancourt
(SFAI student), Dina Roumiantseva (SFAI student), Wenhua Shi, Rosario Alicia Sotelo
(SFAI alumna), and Chris Treggiari (SFAI student)—has assembled a bloc of video projections
and photographs, together with a text-based installation and limited-edition timeline, that
explores and questions the ways in which this pattern of increased federal intervention has
affected the Bay Area immigrant community.

Based on the methodology used for Maquilapolis, a documentary film project developed by De
La Torre and Vicky Funari for which twelve factory workers in Tijuana, Mexico, were taught to
use cameras and editing equipment so they could tell their own stories, Sanctuary City/Ciudad
Santuario, 1989-2009 will similarly involve its subjects as creative participants, thereby directly
situating the work in the exhibition within the milieu out of which it was generated. Together
with testimonies by family members directly involved in the raids and commentaries by local
politicians on San Francisco’s status as a sanctuary city, the exhibition’s video projections will
be screened guerrilla-style—both during and after the exhibition—on the facades of those
buildings throughout the city that have been raided by US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE).

Lead Artist Bio

A photographer and performance/installation artist who grew up in the Tijuana/San Diego border
area and migrated to San Francisco, Sergio De La Torre focuses his work on issues regarding
diaspora, tourism, immigration, and identity politics. Previous to Sanctuary City/Ciudad
Santuario, 1989-2009, he collaborated with both local and international nonprofit organizations
on Maquilapolis (developed with Vicki Funari), a documentary film about factory workers in
Tijuana; on the project Power in the House, a series of digitally produced cards that narrate the
relations between Mexican American teenagers and their immigrant parents; on The Housing
Project, in which teens and other local collaborators explore how the shortage of affordable
housing transforms private into public spaces; and on SFAI-sponsored Agit-Van, a series of
guerrilla-style projections from an on-the-spot cinema truck equipped with a video projector and
sound system that work to transport art practice beyond museums and galleries to more
participatory and inclusive spaces. De La Torre is assistant professor in the Department of Art
and Architecture at the University of San Francisco.

Supported by the Creative Work Fund (see below), Sanctuary City/Ciudad Santuario, 1989—
2009 is presented in collaboration with SFAI’s Exhibitions and Public Programs, which are
supported in part by the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts and the Grants for the
Arts/San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund. Also assisting in making Sanctuary City/Ciudad
Santuario, 1989-2009 possible were Therese Agnew, Carolina Bilsborough Barnes, Benjamin
Canning-Pereira, Evan Cowell, Erika Crail, Minesh Govenji, Morgan Henderson, Andrew
Hutcheson, Rachel LeBlanc, Angelica Loza, Jenna Lunsford, Danae Moore, Alejandra



Rodriguez Bandala, Samantha Roger, Dominic Sondag, Peter Tschann-Grimm, Stephanie
Whitney, and Ashley Williamson.

San Francisco Art Institute

Founded in 1871, SFAI is one of the oldest and most prestigious schools of higher education in
contemporary art in the US. Focusing on the interdependence of thinking, making, and learning,
SFATI’s academic and public programs are dedicated to excellence and diversity.

SFAI’s School of Studio Practice concentrates on developing the artist’s vision through studio
experiments and is based on the belief that artists are an essential part of society. It offers a BFA,
an MFA, and a Post-Baccalaureate certificate in Design and Technology, Film, New Genres,
Painting, Photography, Printmaking, and Sculpture/Ceramics.

SFATI’s School of Interdisciplinary Studies is motivated by the premise that critical thinking and
writing, informed by an in-depth understanding of theory and practice, are essential for engaging
contemporary global society. It offers degree programs in Exhibition and Museum Studies (MA
only), History and Theory of Contemporary Art (BA and MA), and Urban Studies (BA and MA).

SFATI’s Dual Degree MA/MFA program is ideally designed for students who seek a deep and
balanced immersion in both theoretical discourse and art practice. A three-year commitment, the
degree consists in an MA in History and Theory of Contemporary Art and an MFA in any area of
study within the School of Studio Practice (see above).

For more information about this exhibition and other public or academic programs at SFAI,
please go to www.sfai.edu or call 415 749 4563.

Creative Work Fund

The Creative Work Fund is a program of the Walter and Elise Haas Fund; it is also supported by
generous grants from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and the James Irvine
Foundation.

Queen’s Nails Projects

Queen’s Nails Projects (QNP) is a curatorial platform dedicated to presenting collaborative, site-
specific, and experimental projects by both artists and independent curators. Codirected and
curated by Bay Area visual artists Mike Bianco and Julio César Morales, QNP aims to challenge
both emerging and established cultural producers to work outside their normal practice in order
to produce new and unique projects.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


